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From the Principal
The APEX Fun Run is coming up this month.  This is a great fundraiser for our school! The kids really enjoy the daily
lessons and the Fun Run itself.  We will kick off the fundraiser on 3/16.  Our goal is to raise $8,000 for our school.
The school is able to use this money for teacher supplies, student rewards, technology, computer programs, and
many other needs.  This year’s APEX theme is MIGHTY (Mindful, Integrity, Grit, Hero, Think Ahead, Your Turn).  Our
Fun Run will take place on 3/25.  Due to Covid restrictions and CDC guidelines, we will not be able to invite parents
to this year’s run.

McAlisters has recently partnered with BES.  We are glad to have them as a business partner.  They have already
donated coupons for student rewards. On March 23rd, McAlisters will hold a BES night from 4:00 to 8:00. They will
donate a portion of their proceeds to BES.  I hope you will take the family to dinner on this day to support both
McAlisters and BES.

The United States Department of Education (USED) has notified the states that they must conduct standardized
testing.  However, the states may appeal to the USED for a waiver on the accountability requirements of the test.
According to Gov. Kemp and State Superintendent Woods, Georgia will appeal for a waiver.  Milestones testing at
BES will begin on April 19th.  We will be testing from April 19th through April 23rd.  Makeup testing will be April
26th through April 29th.  We will be sending home more information about Milestones testing as we receive more
from the state and county.

On February 2nd, Catoosa County held their local county spelling bee.  Our participants were Vivien Kwon and
Wyatt Womack.  The participants included students from 4th through 8th grade.  Wyatt placed 2nd overall, and
Vivien placed 3rd overall.  They will both represent Catoosa County in the regional spelling bee.  Good luck, Wyatt
and Vivien!

This past week, our 5th graders participated in their CHAMPS (Choosing Healthy Activities & Methods Promoting
Safety) celebration.  We honored all our students for their commitment to the CHAMPS principles.  Several of our
students won a plaque for either their poster or essay. Our poster winners were: Trent Byrd, Khu Vu, Brayden
McNabb, Landon Tripp, Leigha Clisby, Gavin Hilyard, and Karoline McDonald.  Our essay winners were: Bella
Christopher, Isabella Walker, Spencer Boydston, Bailee Wilson, Emily Ray, Brycin Card, and Wesley McDaniel. Emily
Ray was our overall essay winner.  Congratulations to all our winners.

Lastly, our school participated in the Young Georgia Authors competition.  Each school has a panel of judges who
score submitted writing entries. The winning entry from each grade level is then submitted to the county
competition.  Our school level winners were: Riggs Tennenbaum, third grade; Annabelle Crabtree, fourth grade;
and Diana Truong, fifth grade. Two students were recognized for their writing pieces at the county level
competition. Riggs was the third grade county honorable mention, and Annabelle was the overall fourth grade
county winner. Annabelle’s piece will go to the NWGA region competition. We are very proud of these two
students.

WE ARE BATTLEFIELD.
Dr. McCrary



2021 Special ESPLOST Election

On March 16, 2021, Catoosa County citizens will have the opportunity to vote on whether to continue the
Education Special Purpose Local Option Sales tax (ESPLOST). ESPLOST pennies are used to provide classrooms and
schools, safety and security initiatives, technology, new buses, and maintenance.

With input from parents, employees, and community members, the Board of Education identified the following
priorities for ESPLOST:  Technology, Facility Equitability, and a College and Career Academy.  ESPLOST also funds
routine maintenance of facilities, HVAC, roofing, painting, and new school buses.

TECHNOLOGY:

Catoosa County Public Schools has provided personal technology devices for students since 2016.  This 2021
ESPLOST would fund new iPads and Chromebooks for every student, teacher, and updated classroom technology.

NEW FACILITIES:

LFO Performing Arts Theater:  A Performing Arts Theater would be built on the LFO campus.  This theater would
provide opportunities to showcase the talent of the LFO Warrior Band students, and with this new performance
venue, students in drama would have more opportunities. The theaters at Ringgold and Heritage provide a venue
for performances and events for all students in the attendance zone, as well as community activities.

Boynton Elementary School Renovation and Expansion: With Graysville Elementary School’s new construction and
revitalization, Boynton Elementary School is now the oldest elementary school in the district.  This elementary
school has the district’s largest enrollment, and this school zone is predicted for growth in residential development.
A major construction and renovation is planned for this school.  Phase I of the project would be included in this
ESPLOST with a large classroom addition in the back of the school to accommodate growth.  Phase II would include
demolition of the existing building to move the school further back on the property, away from the road for safety,
a new updated two-story building would be built, and bus and car lanes would be redesigned to improve traffic
flow and safety.

COLLEGE AND CAREER ACADEMY:

Catoosa County Public Schools has collaborated with business and community leaders since 2017 to plan for a new
College and Career Academy.  Georgia College and Career Academies are specialized charter high schools that
encourage high school students to dual enroll in college classes to earn technical skills and academic credit to
continue post-secondary education or begin a highly skilled career when they graduate from high school.

The From HERE to CAREER Academy pathways align with workforce demands in the region and the Governor’s High
Demand Career Initiative.  The Academy would open with following career clusters:

· The School of Law & Justice and Emergency Management meets a critical need for emergency
responders and law enforcement personnel in our region.
· The School of Nursing, Sports Medicine, and Therapeutic Services addresses a national shortage in the
healthcare industry.
· The School of Information Technology and Cybersecurity would address software and IT needs in
every career cluster in the Academy.
· The School of Architecture and Construction would expose students to construction management and
skilled trades that are in high demand in the region including electricians and plumbers.
· The School of Welding and Machine Tool Technology would address a significant national and local
need for welders and machinists.
· The School of Education would provide the opportunity for the school system to grow our own
teachers.  Currently 30% of Catoosa teachers can retire with twenty or more years of experience, so the
Academy would create the talent pipeline needed for excellent teachers in the system.



· The School of Logistics, Distribution, and Supply Chain Management is very important in this region.
Chattanooga ranks #1 of all metropolitan cities in Freight Movement, and a Thrive 55 study found that 80%
of the nation’s freight travels through Chattanooga.
· The School of Industrial Systems Technology, Robotics, and Mechatronics would address the region’s
deficit of skilled workers in engineering and production. The Mechatronics pathway launched in August
2019 at Georgia Northwestern Technical College’s Catoosa County Campus.  In 2021, four students who
began the pathway in 2019 will graduate with their high school diploma and six technical college certificates
after two years in the program.  These students will be skilled to begin a career and prepared if they choose
to continue their college education.

In addition to technical skills training, employers overwhelmingly report that high school and college graduates are
significantly deficient in employability and work ethics skills required to be successful employees. Professional skill
development and work ethics will be a cornerstone for The From HERE to CAREER Academy.

The system was awarded a $3 million dollar grant from the Technical College System of Georgia to build this school.
The grant would be combined with ESPLOST revenue to build a state-of-the-art College and Career Academy on the
Benton Place Campus.

EARLY VOTING

February 22 – March 12, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Monday – Friday,
Freedom Center and West Side Voting Precinct
March 11, Extended Hours, 8:00 AM – 7:00 PM

ELECTION DAY – MARCH 16

Precincts open 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM

From the Guidance Counselor

This month is “Mindfulness March” in classroom guidance. Mindfulness means maintaining a moment-by-moment
awareness of our thoughts, feelings, bodily sensations, and the surrounding environment. Mindfulness also
involves accepting our thoughts and feelings without judging them—without believing, for instance, that there’s a
“right” or “wrong” way to think or feel in a given moment. Mindfulness helps students manage their stress more
effectively and work through it more quickly.  Students will learn some techniques to calm the mind and body
which can reduce the negative effects of stress and increase their ability to stay engaged.  Using mindfulness can
help them stay on track academically and avoid problem behaviors.

Animal Shelter Service Project

We will soon begin a service project as a school that will benefit the local animal
shelters.  The 5th Grade Leadership team has chosen to support this great cause again
this year.  Be on the lookout for more information coming home.  We will ask for
donations of toys, treats, cat litter pans, etc.



FREE Positive Parenting Classes
The Catoosa County Collaborative is offering free parenting classes.  Their focus is on building healthy, caring, and
problem-free families. This is a 7-session group-based program and will cover topics such as managing behavior,
discipline, praise and criticism, and drug/alcohol abuse.
When: March 18th- April 29th  on Thursday Evenings 5:30-8:00
Where: Catoosa Learning Center; 36 Muscogee Trail Ringgold, GA 30736; Benton Place Campus
Dinner and transportation are provided. Childcare is also provided for children birth to 10 years old.

Kelly Wolfe
School Counselor
kwolfe.bat@catoosa.k12.ga.us
706-866-9183

PBIS (Positive Behavior, Interventions, and Supports) School-wide Data:
We are pleased to share with you that our positive behavior, intervention, and supports have been effective and
have made a positive impact on our school-wide behavior. We started with PBIS rewards last year and below you
will find the data from last school year compared to this school year.  Students have the opportunity to earn points
and use those points for rewards for meeting our school expectations: We are Respectful, We are Responsible, We
are Safe, because We are Battlefield.

Rewards: Some of our rewards this year have included bonus recess & Kona Ice, Fun Friday at mid-nine weeks,
the Polar Express movie experience, and some drawings for chick-fil-a lunches and VIP movie seating.  There are
also rewards that take place in the individual classrooms.

Data: Students with: 0-1 ODR 2-5 ODR 6+ ODR (Office Discipline Referrals)
93.60% 4.13% 2.27% 2019-2020 School Year
96.90% 2.88% 0.22% 2020-2021 Current

(% of student population)

From the Nurse

Please review the school’s policy on illnesses. ALWAYS practice good hand washing to help stay well!!

5th graders-It is time to start preparing for middle school!! Your child may be due vaccines if they are 11 years old.
Contact your child's doctor to review the next well check and vaccines. You will need an updated 3231 form (shot
record) for middle school.

If your child has borrowed any clothing from the school, please wash and return them. We have limited clothing to
be able to share as students need them. Thank you so much!!

From the Parent Coordinator

Thank you to all the parents that participated in our W.I.N. Night meeting.  We had an awesome response to this
virtual event and a lot of positive feedback.  Please see the Title I tab on the website or the Digital Family Resource
Center link for evaluation feedback.  Please don’t forget that you may request a meeting at any time with your
child’s teacher - just contact the school or the teacher.

mailto:kwolfe.bat@catoosa.k12.ga.us


We have some valuable new resources available for parents - the Family Engagement Library from The Parent
Institute is now available to parents either on the school website under the Title I Resources for Parents tab or from
the Digital Family Resource Center link available on Facebook.  This library includes brochures and videos on a
variety of useful topics for parents.  Please take a look when you have an opportunity.

Be on the lookout in March for our virtual STEM night. We will be hosting an online STEM night for a week with
new experiments and interactive activities available each night for you to participate in with your child. Invitations
will be sent home with your child and available on the website and Facebook page.

Thank you for all you do to support our school and your students!  -- Andra Herpst, Parent Involvement Coordinator
aherpst.bat@catoosa.k12.ga.us

Calendar of Events

3/2 Individual Spring and Class Pictures 3/26 - 4/5 Spring Break

3/12 End of 3rd 9 Weeks 4/19 - 4/29 Georgia Milestones

3/15 - 3/25 Apex Fundraiser 5/21 Last Day of School

3/23 BES Night at McAlisters (4:00 - 8:00)
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